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Attached is a copy of the letter from the TACChairman to the 
CGIAR Chairman, with an explanatory note (AGD/TAC:IAR/82/25), related 
to the attribution of the 1982 King Baudouin International Agricultural 
Research Award. 
The attribution of this award will be dealt with under Agenda 
Item 3 at the Consultative Group Meeting in Washington in November. 
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J 
15 September 1982 
Dear Mr. Baum: 
King Baudouin Award 
The Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
was awarded in 1980 the King Baudouin International Development 
Prize. It was later decided by the Group that its Technical Advisory 
Committee would assess the submissions made by Centres fo? the 
endowment of the proceeds of this prize, which was given the name 
of the King Baudouin International Agricultural Research Award. 
The TAC examined the proposals made by the Centres during 
its 28th meeting. The selection process was difficult as TAC had 
received several excellent submissions. TAC finally proposed that 
IRRI be chosen as the first recipient of the Award, in recognition 
of the continuing vitality and recent advances of its breeding 
programme as illustrated by the development of a variety, IR36, which 
due to its early maturity and wide resistance to pests and diseases, 
has been widely adopted by Asian farmers over more than 10 million 
hectares. In the opinion of TAC the above case responds well to 
the spirit and letter of the King Baudouin Award, in its desire to 
highlight important contributiorsto the alleviation of hunger and 
development problems of the Third World. -- 
-Mr. Warren C. Baum 
Chairman 
Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) 
1818 H Street, N.W. 




THE CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
1982 ATTRIBUTION OF THE KING BAUDOUIN 
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AWARD 
TAC SECRETARIAT 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
September 1982 
1982 Attribution of the King Baudouin International 
Agricultural Research Award 
1. It was announced at the 1980 CGIAR meeting in Manila that the 
CGIXR had been selected as the first recipient, together with Prof. 
Paulo,Freire of Brazil, of the King Baudouin Foundation International 
Development Prize. The Prize was given to the CGIAR "for its contrib- 
ution to the qualitative and quantitative improvement of food production 
in the world". The Group decided that the Prize money (about US$ 50,000) 
should be invested to endow a biennial award as the "King Baudouin 
International Agricultural Research Award" for outstanding achievements 
by one of the International Centres or other activity supported by the 
CGIAR. With the help of a working group, the CGIAR established the 
principles and criteria for selection.' It was suggested that these 
should be flexible, but theoverridingcriterion should be the actual or 
potential impact of the achievement in furthering the general objectives 
of the CGIAR, i.e. improving the quantity, qu,ality and stability of food 
production in developing countries. Other criteria would be the degree 
of innovation, and contribution to the state of a particular art, the 
potential quantitative impact on food production, and the degree of 
universality or transferabili,ty. 
2. Later on it was decided that TAC was the most appropriate body 
to recognize the Centres' achievements and Centre Directors concurred 
that a well defined activity should be the subject of the submissions 
of the Centres. It was agreed that the award,would be first given in 
1982. , 
3. At its 28th meeting, TAC accepted the principles mentioned above 
and its subsequent new respongibilities. ‘The Committee considered the 
submissions made by several IARCs for the award. All the submissions 
indicated excellent progress and major scientific advances which would 
deserve recognition. Ultimately, TAC nominated IRRI for the award, in 
view of the great impact of recent advances in its rice breeding programme. 
This is illustrated by the very wide adoption of IR36 rice variety by 
Asian farmers, due mainly to its early maturity and resistance to pests 
and diseases. Its considerable significance to rice production in Asia 
is evidenced by the fact that the area under IR36 covers some 10 million 
hectares. 
